
   What would I do sitt ing at hom e? 

      -Nikki Shah (U.S.A) 

 
These are  the  wise words of A nganwa di teache r, Geeta Verma. I spe nt my day visiting rece nt 
Balwadi conve rsions , Anganwadi. In the zones of North  and South Sha hda ra, Pratha m has 
partnere d with ICDS (Inte grated C hild De velopme nt Se rvices ), Delhi to  provide the instructio n 
for their preschool, i.e. Anganwa di programs. I visite d three class es, al l re latively close to  each 
other, on the sa me la ne in fact, and all w ith  a considerable number of stude nts. Th is lea ds me to  
belie ve they are  well placed.  
 
The cha nge ov er from  the  Pratham  to  the Governme nt (ICDS) st ructure  is a fairly ne w 
installme nt; it be gan in Decem ber of 20 08. The  be nefits of the jo int ve nture a re that the 
governme nt ac quires the s pace and s upplies the food, w hile  Pratham  oversee s the instruction. 
This being a fair ly new program I was c urious as to  how it was being receive d by the teac hers 
who have now had the o pportunity to  operate in both syste ms.  
 
The first clas s I went  to  was a very s mall s pace with approximately 16 ch ildre n. All  of whom 
seeme d ve ry e ngage d in their call  and res pons e activity  with their teacher, a yo ung looking 
woman with a n unbelie vably  calm dem eanor.  “Chuk C huk pic he , Chuk C huk n iche ’” the y stand 
in betwee n star ing at st ill tal l dark sk inne d foreigner who has walke d into  the class. The teache r 
was qu ite ea ger to  s hare sam ples of the stude nts work with me , ma ny of which we re quite 
interesting, s uch as using pulses and other v egeta bles  as part of her a rt s a nd crafts activ ity.  
 
The second class w hich  was across the main road and sl ightly dow n an al ley had a nothe r class in 
session. Th is class also  had o ne of the incre dibly hardwork ing s upervisors doing a field vis it that 
day. This  day the re was a we dding occurring nearby causing the class to  have a few me mbe rs 
missing in action, tho ugh st ill lea ving a healthy num ber in the class.  T his partic ular s pace ha d no 
fan, but the heat did nothing to  dam pe n the s pirits of the c hildre n in the class or the  teacher. 
 
The third class was w he re I ha d the opportunity to  meet nine year Pratham vete ran Ms. Sharma. 

She had the  brightes t s mile a nd most ex uberant  pe rsonality . She is  a Balwadi convert a nd is not 

the least  bit m iffed by the gove rnme nt contro l over ce rtain as pects.  O ne as pect being the one 

hour tim e they have been allotted, v ers us the 3  hours they ha d under Pratham ’s, Balwadi 
syste m.  

Ms. Sharma ’s radia nt attitude comes from  the fact that s he truly loves w hat s he does. After  nine 
years of working w ith  Pratham  he r reaso ns for continu ing are sim ple a nd ge nuine, “I am 

respecte d in the com m unity,” s he say s during our s hort conve rsation. She re min isced a bout the 

fact that she is sti ll re me mbere d by the students who are  now in Class six, a nd how that makes 

her feel. She spoke like a true vete ran teacher making the astute obs ervatio n that in  orde r for 
her to  be effective the cooperat ion of the pare nts is paramount.  

 Another teacher, Bee na, has also  bee n with the P ratha m for n ine years a nd has had to  operate 

under the  Balwadi as well as the A nga nwadi. She was a little more  jo lte d by the governme nt ’s 
one hour time allotme nt.  She certainly preferre d the balwadi system vers us the new 



anganwadi. She rema rks that though what the government has done  is a wonde rful thing, by 

supplying food, it may become a large factor in the stude nt’s atte nda nce.  

All in all you could not help  but be ins pire d by these wome n, being able  to  kee p  an  ope n m ind, 

and a n upbeat s pirit in the face of these challe nges , is nothing s hort of a miracle. I was asked to  

write a note in the note book of the firs t teache r I met. “You are a truly a special person and the 
impact o n the liv es of these  children cannot be ex press ed.” This could be  writ ten for a ny of the  

teachers , and s upervisors, as the y all m ust s hare Ms. Sharma’s poignant point of view , “W hat 

would I do  sitting at home?”  

 


