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T oday, w e have vis ited an area in C iv il L ines, Jahan gir P uri. W e find th is are a very d ifferent fro m  

Zakh ira that w e v is ited on M o nday. In som e w ay it fee ls less organ ize d, even m ore poor and there 

is m ore w a ste ly in g around in the area. Even if the area is m ore deve loped – there is 

gov ernm en ta l hous in g, they have w ate r and electr ic ity, the streets are broa der, etc., the area feels 

m ore poor. T his is m a ybe due to the ra g pick in g is tak in g p lac e in the m idd le of everyth in g e lse. 

T here are big garba ge p iles eve ryw here an d peop le are w ork in g in the stre ets sort in g a ll th is 

garba ge. T here are pigs, do gs, goat s and cow s eat in g from  the garba ge p iles. P eople in th is area 

are also w o rk in g w ith ve ge tab les and a lon g th e streets there are severa l ca rts se llin g ve getab les.  

 

At f irst, w e v is ited tw o c la sses of ch ildren atte nd in g the trans it iona l scho o l class. W e get a lot of 

attent ion w hen w e arr ive, both from  the ch ildren and from  oth er peop le in the area. T he children 

gre et us w ith a big sm ile! It is grea t to see! A ga in, w e can see that som e ch ildren are very a ler t 

and forw ard, they are look in g for atten t ion, som e are s itt in g st ill and don’ t say m uch. T he gir ls are 

m ore forw ard than the boy s. A ll the ch ildr en give a lot of atte nt ion to the teacher, even tou gh w e 

have arr ived and a lot of peop le have stop ped and are w atch in g us and w h at is go in g on.  

 

Som e of the ch ildren are not in schoo l bec ause they are w ork in g instead, som e becau se they have 

been too ill. W e are ta lk in g to som e of the children.  

 

O ne litt le boy is hom e a lone a ll day lon g. H is parents go to w ork ear ly in the m orn in g and are 

back late at night. D urin g the day, he is w ork in g w ith ra g p ick in g and for the m o ney he earns, he 

buys cook ies. W e ask h im  w hat he had for breakfa st, and he says noth in g, he w as not hun gry. For 

lun ch he eats som e r ice that h is m other ha s lef t at hom e. N o w onder that he buys cook ies, he is 

hun gry. 

 

W e talk to one of the gir ls, she has never been to scho o l before. She is 10 years o ld. W hen she 

w as youn ger, she had to com e to w ork w ith her m othe r, because her m other d id not fee l safe 

lea v in g her at hom e a lone a ll day. H er m other is w ork in g w ith ra g p ick in g, both her pare nts have 

been in sch oo l for a few  years. T hey live in a renta l apartm ent for 800 Rs. per m onth. She had 

dha l for breakfast, and she w ill have the sam e for lunc h. T hey m ostly eat r ice and f ish for d inner. 

 

N e xt, w e go to an area w here they m os t ly earn the ir liv in g by se llin g da iry produ cts. T here are a 

lot of cow s but the roa ds fee l pretty c lean. T hey take care of all the dropp in gs. In this area, m ost 

of the habitants do not have an educat ion. W e are vis it in g a class that is go in g on ins ide the hom e 

of the teacher. She is 20 years o ld and has bee n a teacher for 3 years. She is on her secon d year of 

gra duat ion. She is tak in g econ om ics and H ind i an d w ants to becom e a teache r.  

 

T he teacher’s house lo oks very c lean. W e can see that she has been sw eep in g the f loors recen t ly. 

T here are a lot of flies, no w onder w ith a ll the cow s close by. T he class is tak in g p lace in a sm a ll 

room , all the ch ildr en are s itt in g dow n a lo n gs ide the w a ll. T hey look up w he n w e arrive and 

sm ile! But they are st ill giv in g a lot of attent io n to the teacher. T hey follow  every th in g she or 

Sum an says.  



 

W e talk ed to som e of the ch ildren. O ne gir l is 8 years o ld. She has not been to schoo l before. H er 

m other to ld her to go to schoo l, but she didn’t. Instead, she w as w ork in g w ith her parents ra g 

pic k in g. H er parents are st ill w ork in g, but she is now  atte nd in g the trans it iona l schoo l. T hey are 6 

brothers and s isters, and she is num ber 5. H er s isters do dom e st ic w ork and her broth er is ra g 

pic k in g. H er father has been to schoo l, but not her m other. For breakfast and lunch, she eats 

cook ies and chapat t i, for dinne r ric e and potato.  

Com par in g the tw o are as w e have v is ited toda y, w e both feel like the ch ildren in the da iry area 

w ere happ ier and better no ur ished. M aybe, th is is because the ir parents are w ork in g w ith the cow s 

and are clo se by dur in g the day, even w hen they are w ork in g. T he children are not left at hom e 

alo ne all da y lo n g. If they don’t have m oney to buy food, they a lw ays hav e the m ilk.  

 

M aybe w e are foo led here. In Sw eden it is a lso com m on to w ork w ith cow s if you live in the 

country s ide, p ick in g ra g is not som eth in g you w ork w ith in Sw e den. W e are not used to see all 

this garba ge ly in g in the street s, but w e are used to see the cow s and a farm . It w ould look very 

diff erent in Sw ede n, but it is m uch c loser to our w or ld tha n the ga rba ge.  

 

At the end of the day, w e accom pa n ied Sum an to the C iv il lin e off ice for a m eet in g. It is grea t to 

see all the beau t ifu l w om e n, know in g that they are a ll from  the area, started as teacher s and are 

now  superv isor s and m ana gers. Sum a n is ho ld in g the m eet in g an d our fee lin g is that everyon e is 

pay in g a lo t of attent ion. T hey show  Sum an respect, listen to w hat she says and if one starts 

talk in g, all are soo n talk in g. Everyone w a nts to say som eth in g. T hey are all invo lved in the 

dis cuss ion.  

 

W e have also seen th is w hen v is it in g the ba lw ad is, libar ie s and trans it ion a l schoo l c lasse s. 

Everyone is pay in g the tea cher and Sum an a lot of attent io n. T hey are show  each other respect. 

T he children do not ta lk a ll at once. If one child has the w ord, all the othe r children are qu iet.  

 

 

 

 

South S hahdara, Saturday 21 March 

-Johanna &  Frieda  

We fo und that this area is more alive than the previous areas w e have visited. People 

w ere more out i n the streets, a playground i n the centre ga thered boys to pla y cricket, 

some pla nts a nd trees made it feel green. T he ho uses looked more “real” there w ere 

several floors, doors and w indow s. The ho uses w ere painted in di ffere nt colors and there 

w ere laundr y ha nging o utside, making it loo k alive. Therefore, it is more difficult to 

ima gine that the area is slum. We have understood tha t in so me ho use holds, up to three 

fa milies shared one ki tche n a nd that this is one sign of poor living. A nother sign is the 

public w ater supply in the co mmuni ty w hic h the i nhabitants had to pa y for.  

 

We visited a communi ty based library w hich w as situated in a te mple area. Children w ere 

reading boo ks to ge ther w ith the teacher. We got the cha nce to interview  tw o children and 

there w e understood that it w as a cramped ho using. T he c hildren had so metimes 

sto mac hache w hich ma y be explained b y the public w ater supply w hich they also w here 
drinking. 

 



We also visited an A nganw adi w here the s mall children w ere singing so me so ngs. We 

w ere also show n the food that is distributed to the c hildren.  

 

Our last visit w as in a fa mily that participated in the yearly Pratha m s urvey. For 

reflections of the surve y se separate report. It w as very interesting to see w ha t a ho me 

looks like fro m the inside. T his ho use hold looked like a real ho me, w ith different roo ms, 

furniture a nd paintings o n the w alls. It looked nice and co mfortable.  

 


