
Interview s with children: 

 

Shabe na – Jaha ngir P uri 

She is 10 years old and has never go ne to sc hool. S he has now  co mpleted her first year in the 

transitio nal class. She has no t go ne to sc hool because s he has follow ed her mo ther to w ork 

since her mo ther did not feel it safe to leave her at ho me alone d uring the day. S he is now  

atte nding sc hool w hile her mo ther is w orking.  

Her mother is about 30 years old and is w orking w ith ra g picking. 

She has o ne big brother tha t lives in the city w ith their grand mother. 

He is in 6 th  grade. The fa mily has lived in the area of 10-12 years. 

Her parents have go ne to school a nd her mo ther reached 5 th  grade, 

her fa ther reached 2n d  grade.  

 

For breakfast, S habe na had Dal and s he us ually has the sa me for 

lunch. For dinner the y usually ea t rice and fis h. T he y have w ater at 

ho me a nd s he is able to ta ke a bath every night. If s he ge ts a 

headache or sto mac h pains, there is a local doctor near by. The 

fa mily lives in a rental apartme nt for 800 Rs per mo nth. T he 

apartment is located close to the sc hool. She goes to bed a t 10 or 11 

p m.  

 

The girl seems happy and alert, full of energy. She looks clean. Her mother did not feel safe 

leaving her home alone – shows that her mother really cares about her. She is aware of the 

local doctor so she has probably been there – another sign of a caring mother.  

 

 

Rahul – Jaha ngir P uri 

Rahul is 7 years old. His father w orks w ith fis h selling a nd his mother do do mestic w ork. He 

also has an older brother tha t w orks w ith w ire ma nufacturing. Ra hul himself w orks w ith ra g 

picking a nd he earns 5 – 10 INR per da y. 

 

Rahul has been going to sc hool before but he w ent sick a nd afterw ards he 

didn’t co me bac k.  

 

Rahul didn’ t have any brea kfast, o nly so me tea and he sa ys tha t he didn’t 

w as hungr y. He is alone all day and his mo ther co mes ho me late at night. 

Rice is prepared at ho me to ea t w he n he feels hungr y. T he mo ne y Ra hul 

earns in rag pic king is ofte n spent o n coo kies 

 

We did find Rahul sad and very reserved. He is left home alone all day. He 

must be pretty bored just hanging around all day, he gets no stimulation, no 

encouragement. He did not have much for breakfast and he had some rice at 

home to eat during the day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Moo ni – Jaha ngir Puri 

Moo ni is 8 years old. Her mother told her to go to school b ut s he did n’t. Ins tead, she ca me 

w ith her mother a nd fa ther for w ork, rag pic king. 

 

She has 4 sisters and one bro ther. She is number 5. S he does 

no t know  that muc h abo ut her brother beca use his is 19 years 

old and has probably left the ho use. S he know s that he is also 

w orking w ith ra g picking. Her fo ur sisters are doing do mes tic 

w ork. Her father has been i n school, b ut no t her mo ther.  

 

For breakfast s he eats coo kies and Ro ti. Her mother prepares 

lunch w hich us ually co nsists of rice and pota to. T he y us ually 

have the sa me for dinner. T he y have access to public w ater. 

There is no w ater in the apartme nt b ut the y ca n go a nd get it 

for free. T he fa mily lives in a 1 room re ntal apartme nt. S he 

too k a bath yesterday.  

 

She has pretty serious sto mac h problems, b ut i t gets be tter 

w hen s he goes to bed. S he is us ually i n bed around 11-12 p m 

and s he gets up at 9 a m. Sc hool starts at 10 a m. In the 

evenings, s he is w atching T V a nd cleaning at ho me.  

 

She seems pretty happy and content, but not as much as Shabena.  

 

 

Heena – the B halasw a dairy  

Heena is 7 years old and lives w ith her mo ther and o ne brother o f 8 years old. An older 

brother a nd her father have moved bac k to the village. The mother is w orking w ith ra g 

picking a nd Hee na do a lot of the ho use hold w ork at ho me. 

  

Today w as a celebration at ho me w hic h explains w hy she 

had C hapati a nd Halooa for breakfast. T he fa mily does n’t 

have a routine for eating three times a day, yo u ea t w he n 

yo u feel hungr y. 

 

Heena goes to bed aro und 9 – 10 p m, a nd s he look a t T V 

before she sleeps. Her mo ther w akes up a t 6 a m a nd s he 

w akes Heena aro und 8 a m. 

 

Heena w as ad mitted to school b ut go t sick, tha n she 

didn’t co nti nue. Hee na doesn’t know  if her parents have 

go ne to sc hool. 

 

 

 

 

She is a bit reserved. She has a lot of duties at home since it is only her, her mother and one 

brother taking care of the household. She doesn’t know if her mother has attended to school, 

which may show that they are not talking about school and how important it is at home.  

 



 

Raju – the B halasw a dairy  

Raju is 12 years old and lives in a big fa mily w ith three sisters, tw o brothers and his parents. 

Raju is the younges t. His fa ther w orks as a rickshaw  driver and his mo ther peel fruit at ho me. 

Raju helps his mother w ith peeling the fr uit. T he fa mily co mes fro m Uttar Pradesh a nd has 

been living i n the area for abo ut 11 years. T here is a public stand post w here the y ca n get 

w ater. 

 

Raju do n’t know  if his father has go ne to school, his mother has 

no t attended a ny sc hool. Raju has not a tte nded a ny school be fore 

because he did n’t feel ready to go. Now  he says he is prepared. 

 

Raju had so me c hapatti for breakfas t. T he fa mily does n’t alw ays 

eat three times a day. If there is food for e xa mple rice and dhal 

left fro m lunc h the y have it for dinner. 

 

Raju goes to bed 10-11 p m a nd get up a t 6 a m. His sister w ho is 

in class 12 does all the ho use hold w ork. O ne o f his brothers has 

atte nded school until class 7. Raju ge t headache if he sit in the 

sun. 

 

Raju felt shy. One can find it strange that the family did not encourage Raju to go to school 

earlier as he has sisters and brothers that have attended school. One reason can be that his 

mother lack education and he doesn’t know if his father attended school – this may show a 

lack of interest from the parents.  

 

Shaderi – South S ha hadra 

Shaderi is 12 years and is now  in 4 th  class. (She has been to school b ut left it?)  

She has three brothers and o ne sister. Tw o of the brothers, 16 and 18 years old, are both 

w orking. T he fa ther is a teacher (?? Eller var han te x va ktmästare?) in a MCD sc hool and has 

atte nded school until 7 th  class. Her mother is a ho usew ife and has no t atte nded school. T he 

fa mily co mes fro m So uth India. 

 

Shaderi had breakfast w ith Pratha a nd sauce. S he eats re gularly? 

The fa mily has a s upply for w ater in the co mmuni ty w hic h the y 

have to pa y for. S haderi has headac he and s to mac hac he so metimes. 

The sto mac hache ma y depend o n the w ater. 

 

The fa mily has their ow n ho use and tw o other fa milies rent a place 

in the ho use. S haderi goes to bed around 9 p m a nd gets up at 6 a m. 

 

 

A co mment from Suman is that this family is probably doing well 

since the father is working and the also have rental income. We 

found the girl pretty happy. She is clean and looks well taken care 

of. She is a little bit shy.  

 

 

 

 



A ma n – block 27, So uth S ha hadra 

A ma n is 7 years old. He is the yo ungest a mo ng 5 brothers and sisters. His father is w orking 

(don’t know  the kind o f w ork) a nd his mo ther is a ho use maid. His father has fi nshed 2n d  class, 

his mother has not bee n to sc hool at all. From talking to A ma n, it see ms like most if the 

brothers and sisters have a tte nded school, fro m 6 th  to 3 rd  class. A ma n is in class 1 since he is 

only 7 years old.  

 

A ma n had so me c hapati a nd vege tables for breakfast. T he fa mily has 

w ater in the co mmunity. T he y live in a small ho use to ge ther  w ith their 

gra ndparents. 

 

 

Aman seems very shy and is a bit afraid of Suman and us. He is trying to 

keep the distance and do not want to stand to close. He answers all our 

questions, he stands still and is very calm during the interview. He 

seems relieved when the interview is over.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Puc ha - Ro hini  

This girl is taking the survey and is today not involved with any activity supported by 

Pratham. Pratham does not have any activity in this area this year, but this might change for 

next year, it depends on the outcome of the survey. 

 

Puc ha is 10 years old and is in 4 th  grade. Her mother is 50 years old and is w orks in the 

factor y in the area. Puc ha has a brother that is 22 years old and he did finis h 11 th  grade in a n 

MC D school. T he fa mily is fro m Bengal.  

 

During the da y, P uc ha is at ho me w ith the landlord. S he eats 

breakfast, l unc h a nd, most o f the times, dinner. T he y have w ater 

fro m the co mmunity that the y also drink. S he goes to bed a t 10 

p m and ge ts up at 6.30 a m. Her M CD sc hool is close by.  

 

She likes going to school. Her favorite subject is Hindi. S he 

w ants to be a pilot.  

 

She feels very well behaved and is answering all the questions 

in the survey the best she can, even if there are a lot of people 

around her, including us, watching her.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



La kha n – Bo y in S urvey – good i n E nglish 

La kha n is 13 years old. He is in 8 th  grade. He has three sisters and tw o brothers, and they have 

all gone to sc hool. His father is 45 years old and is w orking in the fac tory. He did finis h 10 th  

grade. His mother is 35 years old and a ho usew ife. She has no t go ne to sc hool.  

 

He eats breakfas t, lunc h a nd dinner most da ys. T he y have w ater fro m 

the co mmunity. He goes to bed at 9 p m a nd gets up at 6 a m. He is no t 

aw are of any headac he or sto mac h pains.  

 

In his free time, he w atches T V a nd pla ys cricket. He really likes 

Cricket!  

 

He likes school and his favorite subject is E nglish (and he is very 

good). He w ants to be a n e ngineer.  

 

 

 

Lakhan is more forward than the other children. He knows English pretty well and we can ask 

our questions directly to him. Sometimes he needs help with the answer, but he is trying hard 

and is doing very well. We have not met anyone else this good in English in any of the areas 

that we have visited. English is his favorite subject, and he must be pretty good in school!  

 

Mate ma – Learning center, M us tafabad 

Mate ma is 12 years old and is out o f sc hool. She did start sc hool once, b ut since her fa mily 

moves around a lot, she s topped going. S he has now  go ne to Pratha m’s learning ce nter for 2 

mo nths.  

 

She has tw o brothers and tw o sisters. They are for the sa me reason 

as Mate ma, visiting the learning ce nter. Her mo ther is a ho usew ife 

and her father is a tailor. Her parents have not go ne to school. 

The y live in a rental apartme nt w ith co mmuni ty w ater. It is very 

commo n that a fa mily signs a lease for 11 mo nths, a nd then the y 

move.  

 

She eats breakfast, l unc h a nd dinner everyda y a nd is no t aw are of 

any sever pain in her sto mac h or in her head.  

 

 

 

 

M atema feels a little bit shy. For M atema and her brothers and sisters, it has definitely been a 

problem with the family moving around a lot. The have all drop out of school. It is difficult for 

the children to go to a new school and I guess it is not always that they understand that they 

need a certificate from the school to be able to start in the right class in a new school. She is 

from a family that does not prioritize school. Her parents might not see the need, since they 

manage to get a job with no education.  

 

 

 

 



Sharp ur – Lear ning ce nter, M usta fabad 

Sharp ur is 12 years old and he droped o ut o f school a fter 3 rd  class. He is now  visiting the 

learning center and has do ne so for 10 da ys. He likes visiting the ce nter a nd he feels that he is 

learning a lot.  

 

He has 5 brothers and 2 sisters. His brothers and sisters have also 

go ne to sc hool for so me time. His mo ther is a sew er and she has 

finis hed 10 th  class. His father is a riksha driver and fi nished 11 th  

class.  

 

The y live in a rental apartme nt w ith co mmuni ty w ater. He eats 

breakfast, l unc h a nd dinner most da ys.  

 

In his free time he likes to play cricke t!  

 

 

 

 

Sharpur comes from a family that prioritizes education. All his brothers and sisters are in 

school and his parents have also attended school. He was not able to explain why he dropped 

out after 3 rd  class, but he is now visiting the learning center and will start the M CD school.  

 

 

O verall com me nts: 

The children go to bed pretty late compare to Swedish children.  

 Most Sw edish c hildren have to get up earlier to get ready for da ycare/school since 

they have to leave w ith their parents. It is very co mmo n in Sw ede n to s tart w ork at 

around 8 a m.  

 In Sw eden, c hildren ofte n have their ow n roo m, or share w ith a brother/sister, w hich 

mea ns that they ca n go to bed w hile the parents are still aw ake. It w ould be more 

difficult to go to bed i f yo u o nly have o ne roo m a nd the rest o f the fa mily is still 

aw ake.  

 

It seems like children that got ill, drops out of school and that it is difficult to make them go  

back when they are well again. 

 If it ta kes a long time to recover fro m the illness it ma y ta ke so me more effort to ma ke 

the m go bac k to sc hool because the y have bee n aw ay for a lo ng time a nd the nor mal 

behavior has been i nterr upted.  

 

In their leisure time do the children spend time together playing around and having fun with 

other children from the neighborhood? So if one child starts school, will that affect the other 

children in the group? 

 In Sw eden parents ofte n ma ke s ure that there are other c hildren in the sa me area for 

their child to play w ith. It also co mmo n that i f o ne child atte nds for exa mple a football 

club, all children in the area w ants to pla y foo tball. 

  

Several children do not know if their parents have attended school or not, which shows that 

they are not talking about it at home and how important it is.  

 



The children we met in the dairy area did not have parents that were working with the dairy 

products. Does the area have a mixed population? 

 

Conclusio ns 

We can see that how active the children are in school is not related to if the parents have gone 

to school or not. Some active children have parents that have attended school, some don’t.  

 

We can not see a correlation between an active child and the fact that the mother is at home 

and taking care of the child during the day, that the mother is present. Some active children 

have working mothers that are away all day and the child is at home, sometimes alone.  

 

At first, we thought that food and how many meals the child eat per day, would affect the child 

in school as being more active or not. We can not see the correlation between food and level 

of activity of the child.  


